BUSINESS REPORT

MONTANA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
63rd LEGISLATURE - REGULAR SESSION
HOUSE JOINT APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES.

Date: Tuesday, January 22, 2013 Time: 8:00 AM
Place: Capitol Room: 102

BILLS and RESOLUTIONS HEARD: None

EXECUTIVE ACTION TAKEN: None

Comments: Senior Long Term Care Public Testimony

/ REP. Ron Ehli, Chair




HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Roll Call
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES JOINT SUBCOMMITTEE

DATE:_| |27 //6

NAME PRESENT ABSENT/

EXCUSED
SEN. JASON PRIEST, VICE v
CHAIR

SEN. MARY CAFERRO
REP. DAVE HAGSTROM
REP. PAT NOONAN
SEN. ROGER WEBB
REP. RON EHLI, CHAIR

NN

&%

s
N

* § gy e
$:\2013 House Session\Secretaries\Sub-Committees\Health & Human Services\SubCommHumSvcsRollCall2013.wpd
- L




MONTANA House of Representatives

Visitors Register

HOUSE JOINT APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND HUMAN

Tuesday, January 22, 2013

Sponsor: No Bills to be Heard
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To the Gov. State Senators and Committee Members:

I am here to express my concerns about funding cuts or cutbacks being made to the Home and
Community-Base Service Programs. Any cuts would be detrimental not only to myself, but to
more than 150,000 Montanans living with a disability.

It has only been three years since my accident. After 40 days in coma, I woke up with se ere
burns to 23% of my body as well as severe trauma to the head. I had to learn how to walk, talk,
cook, go shopping, pay my bills, all the tasks people do in their everyday living. If it werre not for
the Home and Community-Base Service programs, I probably would have wound up irf an
institution or nursing facility, destroying my self-esteem and the chance to make progress toward
my recovery.

Home and Community-Base Services approached me and placed me on the waiver program.
They provided expert services that took care of my needs. The Community Medical Bridges, a
brain injury school, taught me to brush my teeth, walk like a normal person, personal hygiene -
the things we all take for granted. The recovery process has been long and hard. Those services
not only allowed me to re-establish my independence in my own home, but also to extend my
knowledge and experience to others with disabilities.

During my recovery, I realize there were more Montanans struggling with the same issues. Thus,
I started a support group to help others through their struggles in everyday life.
SummitIndependent Living has provided me with opportunities to help others in my community.
I became a volunteer at the CommunityMedical Center, Bridges, advocating for others with
brain injuries. I also became a board member with the BrainInjury Alliance. Everyday I help
somebody else. Even if it is just a little, it provides me with gratification and fulfillment knowing
I aided others who have gone through similar situations.

The number of Montanans that actually suffer a brain injury per day is 33. These people are like
my own family members. We share a common thread, a common struggle. The Home and
Community-Base Service is far more economical than other assisted living alternatives such as
nursing homes. HCBS has the potential to save taxpayers money. If I had gone to a nursing
home, I would be spending approximately $6000, as opposed to the $12501 spend now- a huge
difference for our taxpayers. Disabled Montanans are still capable of voting or not voting. We
have voices to be heard. As a disability group, we urge you not to make any cutbacks. Rather,
encourage more people to be independent and not to rely on the government. Keep them out of
nursing homes. I do not know if you have a loved one or a family member in a nursing home, but
it is not a very good quality-of-life. How would you like to be stuck staring out a window at the
mountains or sitting inside and unable to hear the streams or wind blowing in the trees? Please
help us keep our independence and keep our homes.

Sincerely yours.

Advocate for the disabled
Mr. Don Johnston




January 18, 2013

Dear Representative and/or Committee Member,

[ am writing to you regarding the need to evaluate and review the current hourly wage for
personal care attendants under the Montana State Personal Assistance Services Program. Specifically, we know
that the 2010 Northwest Job Gap Study indicated that a livable wage in Montana is $13.54 an hour for a single
adult and $18.98 for a single adult with a child.

In Montana, most Personal Care Attendants make $10.00 or less per hour. The mean wage in Montana
for a personal care attendant in 2010 was $9.61 per hour.  Over the period 0of 2001 to 2011,national median
wages for PCAs increased by 22% or, an average of 2.2% per year, from $7.76 to $9.49. However, after
adjusting for inflation, real wages for these aides decreased by more than 4%. This, in an economy that has
experienced skyrocketing living expenses such as insurance, groceries, etc. These workers are a critical
component in our ability to provide cares in the community for consumers who would otherwise reside in a
nursing home setting.

I believe that this subpar pay rate greatly contributes to the turnover rate commonly experienced in this
industry. A March 2011 article in the Journal of Disability Studies examined the relation between high worker
turnover in long term care and government wage subsidy policies. The article concludes that it is beneficial for
“...the government to reduce turnover through wage subsidization in this seetor.” "

I'am asking for your support during this legislative session, As you tackle the many issues facing our
state this session, please consider those who provide personal care services designed to keep our friends and
neighbors at home where it is less costly for the government, and allows them to retain their independence.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this important issue. Should you have any questions or,

if I can be of assistance to you, please feel free to contact me at 406-752-3697.

Sincerely,

Michelle Christensen
6 Yellowstone Street
Kalispell, MT 59901

" nttp:/inwico.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/2010- 1209_2010<Job-Gap.pdf
b hrtp://www.pascenter,org/pca_wages/wagehtabIe&ph’x’}
" doi: 10.1177/10442073103891 76 Journal of Disability Policy StudiesMarch 2011 vol. 21 no. 4 195-209



